The Booktown Writers’ Annual Short Story Competition
Judge
The judge for the competition is Margaret Elphinstone - Margaret's latest novel, The Gathering Night, was published by Canongate in May 2009. She is the author of seven previous novels, including The Sea Road, Hy Brasil, Voyageurs and Light, as well as poetry, short stories, literary criticism and two books on organic gardening. She has spent her working life in various parts of Scotland including Shetland, Galloway, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Moray, and is Emeritus Professor in the Department of English Studies, University of Strathclyde. She has two daughters and four grandchildren and lives in Galloway with her partner.

Rules

1. Only short stories between 1,000 and 3,000 words will be accepted. No children's stories or poetry is allowed.
2. All entries must be in English and be the work of the submitting author.

3. Entries cannot have been previously published (paper or electronic),  broadcast (radio or television), won or been placed in a writing competition.

4. Electronic entries are preferred however paper entries are accepted.  
a. Electronic entries (which can be downloaded from http://booktownwriters.weebly.com/) must be submitted as an attachment in Microsoft Word, double line spaced in Times New Roman font size 12 and accompanied by a completed application form as a separate attachment. These should be sent to annihendry@gmail.com
b. Two copies of paper entries must be submitted, printed on one side only of white A4 paper in Times New Roman, double line spaced, font size 12. Paper entries must be accompanied by a completed application form and sent to Booktown Writers, Jubilee Cottage, Braehead, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire, Scotland, DG8 9AH. 
5. Word count must be given at the end of each entry.
6. All entries must have the page number and title of the story clearly marked in the top right hand corner of each page. No other identifying mark is allowed on any page other than the entry form.
7. Entry fees are £5 for one entry, £9 for two entries and £13 for three entries. Only three entries per author are allowed.
8. All entries must be accompanied by either details of the BACS payment or a cheque for the correct amount which can be drawn on a UK bank in pounds sterling.
9. Entries must be received no later than 6pm on the 31st July 2015.

10. If you wish acknowledgement of a paper entry you must include a stamped addressed postcard.

11. The judge's decision is final and no discussion or debate will be entered into with authors.

12. The competition organisers reserve the right not to make any awards if the number or standard of entries is deemed too low for a reasonably competitive entry, in which case all entries will either be held over to the following year or returned to the original author with a small deduction for administrative costs.  

13. Shortlisted authors will be invited to the award ceremony which will be held during the Wigtown Book Festival (place, time and date to be announced).

14. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed authors will receive £200, £100 and £50 respectively and their work will be published on the Booktown Writers Website and in the Booktown Writers’ Anthology.

15. Other suitable or commended entries may be considered for publication in Booktown Writers’ Anthology. 

16. Submitted work will not be returned.    
17. Queries should be addressed to annihendry@gmail.com
18. Any deviation from these rules will result in the entry being disqualified.
19. Payment
BACS for the full amount, using the authors name as a reference and payable in pounds sterling, should be made to: Clydesdale Bank, Newton Stewart Branch, Sort Code 82-67-02, account no. 90041301
               Cheques should be made out to Booktown Writers, and be for the full amount payable in pounds sterling with 
the authors full name and story title used on the reverse as the reference. These should be send to BTW, 
Jubilee Cottage, Braehead, Wigtownshire, Newton Stewart, DG8 9AH.
Copies of Booktown Writings, the latest anthology, are available from Amazon or http://booktownwriters.weebly.com/ or annihendry@gmail.com  

ENTRY FORM complete and send with your paper copy to Booktown Writers, Jubilee Cottage, Braehead, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire, DG8 9AH or download from http://booktownwriters.weebly.com/ complete and send as an attachment along with your electronic entry to annihendry@gmail.com 
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